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Extension is a joint program of Virginia Tech, Virginia State University, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and state and local governments. Virginia Cooperative Extension programs and employment are 
open to all, regardless of age, color, disability, gender, gender identity, gender expression, national origin, political affiliation, race, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, veteran status, or any other 
basis protected by law. An equal opportunity/affirmative action employer. Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, Virginia State University, 
and the U.S. Department of Agriculture cooperating. Edwin J. Jones, Director, Virginia Cooperative Extension, Virginia Tech, Blacksburg; M. Ray McKinnie, Administrator, 1890 Extension Program, Virginia 
State University, Petersburg. 

Founded in 1882, Virginia State University is one of Virginia’s two land-grant institutions and is located 20 minutes south of Richmond in the village of Ettrick. VSU’s College of Agriculture consists of three 
academic departments: Agriculture, Hospitality Management, and Family and Consumer Sciences. Integrated within the College are an Agricultural Research Station; Randolph Farm, a 417-acre research 
and educational facility; and Virginia Cooperative Extension. 

If you are a person with a disability and desire any assistive devices, services or other accommodations to participate in this activity, please 
contact the Small Farm Outreach Program office at (804) 524-3292 / TDD (800) 828-1120 during business hours of 8 am. and 5 p.m. to 
discuss accommodations five days prior to the event.

Register Now!LIMITED TO 30 PARTICIPANTS 

OCTOBER 24, 2017
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Virginia State University
Randolph Farm Pavilion
4415 River Road
Petersburg, VA

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Contact Patrick Johnson at (804) 586-8280, 
pbjohnson@vsu.edu, or call the Small Farm 
Outreach Program office at (804) 524-3292.

Presenters include:
Dr. Laura Strawn, Assistant Professor & Extension
Specialist of Produce Safety, Virginia Tech

Ursula Tankard Deitch, Agriculture and Natural
Resources Extension Agent, Northampton County

Theresa Pittman, Agriculture and Natural
Resources Extension Agent, Accomack County

Visit ext.vsu.edu for information on this and 
other upcoming events.

		         VSU COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE

For fruit and vegetable growers and others interested in learning about 
produce safety, the Food Safety Modernization Act (FSMA) Produce 
Safety Rule, Good Agricultural Practices (GAPs), and co-management 
of natural resources and food safety. The Produce Safety Alliance’s 
Grower Training is one way to satisfy the FSMA Produce Safety Rule 
requirement outlined in § 112.22(c) that requires ‘At least one 
supervisor or responsible party for your farm must have successfully 
completed food safety training at least equivalent to that received under 
standardized curriculum recognized as adequate by the Food and Drug 
Administration.’

Grower Training Course Modules include:
•	 Introduction to Produce Safety
•	 Worker Health, Hygiene, and Training
•	 Soil Amendments
•	 Wildlife, Domesticated Animals, and Land Use
•	 Agricultural Water (Two-part module)
•	 Postharvest Handling and Sanitation
•	 How to Develop a Farm Food Safety Plan

Benefits of Attending the Course
The course will provide a foundation of Good Agricultural Practices 
(GAPs) and co-management information, FSMA Produce Safety Rule 
requirements, and details on how to develop a farm food safety plan. 
Individuals who participate in this course should gain understanding of:
•	 Microorganisms relevant to produce safety and where they may be 

found on the farm
•	 How to identify microbial risks, practices that reduce risks, and how to 

begin implementing produce safety practices on the farm
•	 Parts of a farm food safety plan and how to begin writing one
•	 Requirements in the FSMA Produce Safety Rule and how to meet 

them.

After attending the entire course, participants will be eligible to receive a certificate from the 
Association of Food and Drug Officials (AFDO) that verifies they have completed the training course. 
To receive an AFDO certificate, a participant must be present for the entire training and submit the 
appropriate paperwork to their trainer at the end of the course.

http://www.agriculture.vsu.edu/calendar/index.php

